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     Remember, our meeting location is the  Keezletown Ruritan Club basement, 1118 Indian Trail Road starting 

at  7 PM..  From Harrisonburg, go East on Route 33 about 4 miles, turn left at the stoplight onto Indian  Trail 

Rd.  Turn right just past Stella St. to Ruritan Club parking lot, enter basement meeting room at the bldg. rear.  

January 13, 2015:  Massanutten TU Treats 

Landowners of Mossy Creek and Beaver 

Creek to Dinner at Wood Grill 
 

     Again, MTU will invite the Mossy Creek and Beaver Creek 

landowners for dinner and free raffle prizes Tuesday, January 

13, from 6 PM on at the Wood Grill on Reservoir St.   Mem-

bers, join them for an evening of conviviality !!! 
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 November 11, 2014:  Tim O’Brian Shows Rodbuilding and Rods 

 November 11, 2014:  Timothy O”Brien, PhD, on Tycoon Tackle Fiberglass 

Rods 
      At  the November MTU meeting Tim O’Brien of Tycoon Tackle, Charlottesville, treated us to the 

history of the company his dad started in 1935 in Miami.  Tycoon Tackle specialized in saltwater fiber-

glass rods used by Hemingway, Wulff, Pate and other greats.  Their rods accounted for over 95 % of the  

 

world rec- ords 

at one time.  

Tim talked about the history & brought a number of  

rods for members to inspect and try out. 

      

 

      

  

Project Healing Waters (PHWFFF) by Bill Cartwright, Pro-

gram Leader;  Ph: (540) 432-0607; Email: 

dichb@aol.com  

 

Bill Cartwright (2nd from left on 

group photo),  Henry Bow- ser, and Kemper Eagle were 

guides for an outing of Healing Waters wounded 

warriors on Beaver Creek (cont. on page 4) 

 

December 9, 2014:  Massanutten TU CHRISTMAS 

PARTY at Union Station Restaurant 
     This year’s buffet Christmas dinner featured marinated London Broil 

AND pork medallions, and a  good turnout, including two new members, had 

a great time.  Many thanks go to Bill Conlin, Bill Cartwright, Rod Miner, 

and of course, Santa Claus for directing the evening.  Silent auction items 

from our members, Mossy Creek Flyshop, and the JMU Madison Flyfishers 

raised funds for the resource.  

 

 

February 9, 2015:  Tom Benzing Tells us How to Flyfish the South Fork of 

the Holston River 
      Tom Benzing is a professor in the Department of Integrated Science and Technology at James Madison 

University. Tom earned his PhD in crop and soil science/environmental toxicology from Michigan State 

University and he has worked as a research scientist for the South River Science Team. . His research inter-

ests include: water quality of rivers and streams, soil and water chemistry, nutrient management for sus-

tainability, and trout conservation and habitat restoration. Tom is a past president of the Massanutten 

Trout Unlimited chapter and currently serves as the faculty advisor for Madison Flyfishers. Tom is an avid 

fly fisherman and he regularly guides the Madison flyfishing club, to date, two outings on the South Holston 

River. His presentation in February is titled “Fly Fishing the South Holston River.” 
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 Upcoming Massanutten TU Meetings (Thanks to Richard Faust)   
    .  

     March 10, 2015, Colby Trow.  
      Colby and his brother Brian opened Mossy Creek Outfitters together in 2003. He started guiding and 

instructing in Virginia in 1999 and fishing almost every day of the year since 2003. When he is not fish-

ing, he's at the vise tying flies for anything that swims. He started tying flies for local Virginia fly shops at 

age 13 and was featured at many fly fishing trade shows through his teen years. Although he is based in 

the Shenandoah Valley, Colby has always had salt in his blood. When he isn't hosting a trip in the Baha-

mas or Belize chasing bones, snappers, sharks, and cudas with a fly, he is out with his pal Captain Tommy 

Mattioli chasing stripers and big drum on the Chesapeake Bay.  Colby’s presentation will be on fly fishing 

for Marlin and bonefish. 

 

     April 14, 2015, William Heresniak. 

      William Heresniak from Eastern Trophies Fly Fishing offers year-round guide services on select wa-

ters in Maryland and Virginia. William targets large fish on his guided trips and ties flies for trophy trout, 

smallmouth bass, and musky. He is known for his creative streamer patterns. William’s presentation will 

focus on fishing the North Branch of the Potomac River and include a fly tying demonstration of patterns 

that are known to catch trophy fish in these waters. 

 

    May 12, 2015, Jeff Greendyk. 

      Jeff Greendyk grew up in central Virginia. He started fly fishing at the tender age of 10 and kayak 

fishing at 16 fishing the upper James River near Richmond. Soon he started exploring many of the rivers 

and lakes of Virginia kayaking and fishing every opportunity he had. While completing his degree in Biol-

ogy at Old Dominion University, Jeff found the joys in exploring the bays and rivers of the lower and 

middle Chesapeake Bay. Now finding himself in Charlottesville, he is using everything he has learned in 

the last 16 years to fish the James and Shenandoah Rivers.  Jeff currently is the Fishing manager of the 

Orvis Company store in Charlottesville Va. The topic of Jeff’s talk will be “Kayak Fishing.” 

 

     September 8, 2015, Dan Downey. 

      Dan Downey is a professor in the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry at James Madison Uni-

versity. Dan is a native of the Shenandoah Valley and attended Madison College before earning his PhD 

in analytical and nuclear chemistry from Louisiana State University. Dan’s primary research interest is 

environmental chemistry. He has worked closely with Virginia’s Department of Game and Inland Fisher-

ies and the U.S. Forest Service to document the acid rain threat to the region’s mountain streams, and 

more importantly, propose solutions to protect these watersheds. Dan has been recognized by Trout Un-

limited, the U.S. Forest Service and the Izaak Walton League for his many contributions to maintaining 

water quality and improving habitat for native fish species. Dan is a past president of MTU. His presenta-

tion is titled “Water Chemistry of North Branch Simpson Creek and the Rich Hole Wilderness Fire.” 

 

     October 13, 2015, Charles Kraft.  

      Charles A. Kraft Jr. has been designing flies and guiding since 1959. Chuck's flies were originally 

designed after lures and pork baits, and after trying to use rabbit and deer hide, he resorted to synthetic 

materials so that these flies were not only durable, but imitated the action of the prey species very well. 

His patterns not only work for bass and trout, but also for Saltwater species too, and are used all over the 

world. Chuck's fly patterns include the Kraft Kreelex, the CK baitfish and the Kraft Clawdads. The Claw-

dad represents a crawfish and is extremely effective on large rainbow and brown trout and smallmouth 

bass. Kreelex and baitfish are both deadly imitations of forage fish.  The Kreelex has worked on huge 

browns and rainbows from Chilean Patagonia to cutthroat on the Elk in BC, and many places in between 

including Virginia brook trout. Chuck will demonstrate how to tie several of his most successful patterns 

and give tips on how they should be fished. 

   This space purposely left open for brook trout fishing stories from our               

Members!!!   
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Fontinalis 

5811 Foxcroft Drive 

Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

 

 

 

   

November 29.  Massanutten TU and the landowners  closed the 

stream for the warriors to fish, and the 12 warriors Did Fish—all 

caught trout, as you can see from the surrounding photos, they 

caught some BIG ones! 

     Bill C. was also able to lead the warriors on 5 trips in December, 

including Susie Q, where landowners, the Graces, treated seven 

warriors to a big barbecue.  This PHW program now has 51 vets 

participating, and Bill is doing a bang up job leading it.  I can attest 

us TU helpers are having as much fun as the wounded veterans.  Bill 

can always use helping hands, so call or email him to join in the 

fun!! 
    
 

    


