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 Jan  14, 2014:  Landowners’ Dinner  moved to Golden Corral! 
     Our landowners’ dinner for the Mossy Creek and Beaver Creek landowners to show the fisher’s appre-

ciation for allowing us to fish their land is moved to the Golden Corral (East Market St.) starting 6 PM, 

Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2014.  Join MTUers, Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries (VDGIF), in 

thanking the landowners! 

 

Feb  8, 2014:  Virginia Council TU  Quarterly Mtg. Hosted by MTU Here! 

     Saturday, Feb. 8, 2014, Massanutten TU is proud to host the quarterly mtg. of  the Virginia Council TU.  

The mtg. is from 9 AM to 1 PM, location will be posted on website (likely Bella Luna). 

 

Feb. 11, 2014: MTU Mtg. back at RM 148, ISAT, JMU; Colby Trow speaks 

About Bonefishing 201                                                         
      Colby Trow is planning to teach us on Bonefishing 201 at the 

Tuesday, Feb. 11, MTU regular mtg., 7 PM in Rm 148, ISAT 

Building, JMU (park in lot D2, right side of Carrier Drive, enter 

ISAT left side) .  Colby will mention other flats saltwater targets, 

he is fishing the Bahamas this week!  Picture at right:  John is big; 

bonefish looks smaller but is big!  Sweeting’s Cay, Bahamas. 

  

M TUer John Rader and bonefish 
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      November 12, 2013:  MTU Mtg. in 

Room 148, ISAT Blg, JMU, Steve 

Reeser! 
 

     Steve Reeser, Fisher ies Biolgist from the Verona 

office of Virginia Department of Game and Inland 

Fisheries (VDGIF) , presented a 3-yr. project to im-

prove the stocking program via info from creel sur-

veys and angler interviews to MTU  at our November 

12, 2013 meeting at JMU.  Highlights:  Trout licenses 

declined from 100K to 60 K in the last 20 years.  VA 

has 5 hatcheries, Paint Bank and Wytheville raise 

trout from eggs.  Marion grows trout the slowest, to 

10”   takes 20 months.____________________ 
 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

Massanutten Ch. Trout Unlimited Christmas Party Dec. 10                      
 
     Massanutten Trout Unlimited had a fine time at our annual Christmas Party on Tuesday, 
December 10, 2013, at Union Station, 128 West Market Street, Harrisonburg, VA. 
       A buffet dinner was well received;  beer and wine were ordered and delivered to our tables. 
     We had another silent auction this year and raffle items.  

<Bill Conlin has elf Bonnie draw a win-
ner!

______________________________________Henry and 
Bonnie Bowser happy after auction!_______________________________________________ 

                                                                    FWAM 

<South R. 
 
Susie Q 
fly> 
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 .       November 16: FWAM trip to fish South River in Waynesboro 

     Our Nov 16, 2013 Fish with a Member (FWAM) trip was hosted by Steve Allen, a newly elected Director 

on the MTU Board.  Steve  led the carpool to Waynesboro to fish the delayed harvest section of South River at 

100 East Broad St. until 1:00 PM. Jim Grogan caught 9 trout out of one hole ranging from 12-18” with a couple 

of 20”ers.  Tom Benzing and Dan Short from the JMU Madison Fishing Club fished the upper portion and 

caught a few nice holdovers.  Steve caught 5 fish from one hole ranging from 12-18”.  Steve then took the hun-

gry anglers to lunch at the TailGate Grille, great burgers! 

 

                       Susie Q our FWAM Trip Feb. 15, 2014 
     Note; See photo of hot retriever fly above used on Susie Q in October, 2013! 

      Our first FWAM trip for 2014 will be Saturday, Feb. 15 to Susie Q on the Smith River.  The creek 
will be stocked prior to the trip. Only those fixed on catching large, fighting trout and having a 
full day of fun should plan on taking this excursion to the Susie Q. 
     The group will depart from Mossy Creek Fly Shop at 8:30 AM on Saturday, February 15

th
, 

and carpool to the Susie Q for a great day of fishing.  The cost of the trip is $45. Only eight 
rods are permitted on this spring creek. As a consequence, openings will be on a first come 
basis. If you would like to attend this event, please email me at: dichb@aol.com. 
Hope to see you all and keep a tight line, Bill Cartwright. 
         

President’s Message 

 
The Holiday season is behind us now and as we start the new year there is much to be 

thankful for and be excited about. 

      We should all be thankful for the volunteers who pitch in each time to make the chapter’s work hap-

pen.  Without them we would not make the positive impact on local fish habitat that we do.  To all of you 

who have chipped in some time or money in the past, thank you, you made 2013 a great year and you can  

see the fruits of your efforts here in the Valley.  In 2014 there will be more opportunity to work with you 

fellow chapter members and others to increase the positive impact our chapter has on the community.  

Please check the chapter’s website for upcoming events and opportunities. 

     Your involvement in chapter events and activities is both welcome and appreciated.  I hope to see you 

more often in 2014. 

                      
 Calendar of Exciting Fishing Expos in Jan-April 
 

January 24-26, 2014, Somerset Fly Fishing Show, Somerset, NJ, Colby Trow speaks on Shenandoah 

Valley fishing. 

January 29, 2014;  Pat Dorsey from the Blue Quill Angler will be visiting Mossy Creek Flyshop 

 

February7-8; Winston Salem Fly Fishing Show, Mossy Creek will be exhibiting 

 

March 1, 2014, Rapidan Chapter TU Fishing Show, the biggest little fishng show! 

March 9, 2014; National Capitol Show in Bethesda, Md 

March 29, 2014; Mossy Creek Open House Featuring Brian O’Keefe 

 

April 12-13, 2014, Virginia Fly Fishing Show, Waynesboro, VA, along South River. 

 

BOARD MEMBER PROFILE 
     This month we profile Bob Holloway, newly elected board member. 

Birthplace:   Pottsville, PA 

Favorite Method of Fishing:  Dry Fly 

Favorite Lure:   Adams 

Favorite fishing experience:  Crooked River, Oregon 

Best thing TU does:  Provides a forum for fly fishing enthusiasts 

Thing TU should do, or do more:  Improves stream access 

Dream fishing trip:  Chile and Argentina Patagonia 
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PROJECT HEALING WATERS Report as of 1 January 2014  

     Since the Massanutten Chapter partnered with the Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing Organization 

(PHWFF) in July of 2013, our volunteers have made substantial progress in aiding the physical and emo-

tional rehabilitation to the area’s disabled veterans. 

     Thanks to the continued dedication of MTU members Richard Foust and Bob Holloway, many vets have 

improved their physical dexterity and, as a result, their home life as well. Kudos to Jerry Black for donating 

the use of his Beaver Creek property for fly-casting instruction.  

     Surprisingly, not all of the help has come from MTU Members. Private citizens such as Mrs. Janet 

Mitchell has donated the use of her  West Virginia cabin for  two separate weeks in 2014 – not only for 

the vets but also for their families. Jonathan Lancaster has offered guiding service and subsidized lodging at 

the Natural Retreats on the Jackson River.  

     Closer to home, Billy Joseph will stock his portion of Mossy Creek, while Bob and Sue Grace, owners 

of Susie Q Farm on Smith Creek, will open their property to the disabled vets. Because of this generosity, 

the Chapter has only to provide transportation and meals for the vets at these events! 

     So, what’s the outlook for the coming six months of 2014? 

     Many disabled vets are scheduled to be released from VA Hospitals located in Martinsburg, Salem, 

Portsmouth, and McGuire, and will assigned to the two VA Outpatient Clinics serviced by our Chapter – 

Staunton and Harrisonburg.  In order to provide a source to these veterans, presentations have been sched-

uled to community- and military-related clubs and posts frequented by these veterans. 

     The number of fly-tying classes both in the Harrisonburg and Staunton areas will be increased. Like-

wise, fly-casting classes and one-on-one instruction sessions will be expanded. In Spring, a series of fly-

fishing trips/outings are planned for the vets.  Both VA Clinics estimate that at least 200 additional vets will 

be encouraged to participate in the PHWFF Program.  As you can predict, extra help will be needed as this 

represents a ten-fold increase over the current participation level.  

     If you would like to contribute your time and fly fishing expertise, your help will really be appreciated. 

Should you prefer to make a small donation to the Chapter, it will earmarked strictly for the vets. Either 

way, please contact Bill Cartwright, PHW Program Leader at (540) 432-0607, or email him at: 

dichb@aol.com. 

Contributed by:Bill Cartwright, MTU Board Member and  Program Leader, Project Healing Waters 

 

 

Fontinalis 

5811 Foxcroft Drive 

Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


